Stimulation of repoduction in captivity of the wild rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus.
Female wild rabbits which failed to breed under laboratory conditions were treated with gonadotrophins and artificially inseminated with epididymal spermatozoa. The fertilized eggs so obtained were transferred to synchronous domestic rabbits. Altogether, 185 eggs were transferred to thirty-six recipients. Thirty-three of the recipients maintained pregnancy to term and nearly half of the transferred eggs developed into normal young. Birthweights ranged from 45 to 59 g. Postnatal survival was excellent. Females born in captivity remained sexually immature in spite of attaining normal adult body weights. Sexual development was apparently normal in the males, although most remained shy breeders. Incidental observations on ovarian response, egg size and rate of development are presented.